
 

 

Meet the Greenhouse Gases! 

 
 

 
 

Greenhouse gases are gases that can trap heat. They get their name from greenhouses. A 
greenhouse is full of windows that let in sunlight. That sunlight creates warmth. The big trick of 

a greenhouse is that it doesn’t let that warmth escape. 

That’s exactly how greenhouse gases act. They let sunlight pass through the atmosphere, but they 
prevent the heat that the sunlight brings from leaving the atmosphere. Overall, greenhouse gases 
are a good thing. Without them, our planet would be too cold, and life as we know it would not 
exist. But there can be too much of a good thing. Scientists are worried that human activities are 

adding too much of these gases to the atmosphere. 

So, what are these gases all about? 



 

 



 



 

 


